


The combination of tThe symbols in a multiple order could work magic of many varities.
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Celtic Art is not an art of soft edges, of greys fading intfo tThe mist. IT is an art of
btack and white, of darkness and light, its ambiquity arising out of its very geometry and
precision,
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Celtic Art (continued)

Naturally the Celtic use of geometry
included at its root an emphasis on the use
of numbers. The importance of numbers and
completeness dominated the Celtts worid, |
recommend to anyone interested the fine book
Celtic Heritage by Alwyn and Brintey
Rees.

Country Baking
3 at its best
& from the Kitchen of

¥ Donna Louzier Helmers

Call Today
924-9902

The concept of the Center, in which a 4

sided figure can be understood as having 5
components, as in: !
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PETERBOROUGH'S
COMPLETE BOOKSTORE

also in political divisions (4 Greenfields
of Ireland: Ulster, Munster, Connaught,
Lemster, with the center: Meath) was funda-
mental. From the Center, the junction of all
parts of the design and the sum of their

numbers, the symbols spread out and grow less 1%5
N

in the quantify they represent, @@@%%W%%@:@

3 MAIN STREET
PETERBOROUGH. N. H, 03458

Come in for a browsing adventure!
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o Ehrisfmas is comingwibe gooseisget-—

& DECEMBER 18rh
SATL &00pm

4 r
YRORE'S

CHETSTINAS
DRARTY

Admission’3.50 formal attireallowed
An array of Southern New Hampshires
finest musiciansfor
CONTRADANCE ~SONG ~Refreshment
inthe NELSON TOWN HALL

525~4904
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LOCAL FoOCUS .
Alouette |selin

It was perhaps three Christmases ago that this song came to me out of the air.

The words
got all

were in the kiftchen, and someone was standing behind me taking particular care that |

the right ones,

The melody was

in The bathroom,

mostly,

and |

had to find

it for myself.

title comes from one of the characters in Dickens!'! Christmas Carol, who is proba

responsible for the song.

wrote it down

it now being almost that time of year again, |
learn it and perhaps even put a harmony to it.

THE CAROL OF THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT

It was near 2 thousand years ago, the whole idea began.

in those days God could still appear and reveal His will to man.
And so for this a child was born upon a winter's night,
from the walks of man and woman kind

light.

And those who understood the sign

Came with love in heart and mind and were guided by a
children, beasts and kings brought forth the best they had.
with grace the child received their gifts and blessed them and was glad.

from that night,

And
And
And

shepherds,

all went their ways, the journey now began,

And strengthened by the love of they who blessed him as a babe he lay,
All wrapped in homespun in the hay, the child became a holy man.
And now the time comes round again, good spirits walk the earth,

Reminding us of love and joy and of that baby's birth,

So from this night, all your journeys start again,
And now and through the whole year

To keep the Christmas Spirit strong

go your ways,
long, while singing every season's song,

is the greatest work of men.,
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NOWELL SING WE CLEAR in Dublin

Noel Sing We Clear is a pageant of midwinter and Christmas Carols performed, much in

the old manner of travelling carollers and mummers (from the French, momer - to go masked) by
John Roberts, Tony Barrand, Steve Woodruff and Fred Breunig. The program combines the two
great December celebrations: +the pagan Saturnalia or year-end rites, and the (relatively)
recent Christian observance of the birthday of Jesus. The music of Nowell is drawn from

both folklorists and merrymakers, from both hymnbook and tavern. |1t combines familiar carols

and Christmas songs with very ancient melodies and tales,

The highlight of Nowell Sing We Clear is tThe mummers play: an age-old observance
which combines ritual significance with slapstick., The mummers play, which has been performed
in northern Europe at Yuletide for centfuries, is essentially a resurrection story in which a
superhero St, George triumphs over an archvillian, The plot is a simple one, but the antics
of the mummers and the reaction and interaction of the audience turn the play into a high
tragicomedy.

As a celebration of the Christmas season, Nowell Sing We Clear is a delight for young
and old., As a celebration of traditional song and riftual, it is the high point of the season,

This years performance, at the Dublin Community Church, will be at 8:00 PM on Friday,
December 3rd. Tickets are $6.50 for adults, $3.00 for children under 12. They are available
at The Melody Shop in Keene, The Folkway and Toadstoo! in Peterborough, and Fiddlers Choice in
Jaffrey. The concert is sponsored by the Grand Monadnock Arts Council. For more information
call 603/357-3906.

notes by Mary DesRosiers

Gifts to Sew & Gifts for Sewers

including
gift certificates
(always a perfect fit)
for our fine clothing,
fabric and workshops.

JOSEPH'S CAAT

26 Main St., Peterborough 924-6683

1OR CHRISTONAS

o;:j:secm\mf Mnm

¥ THE HORSECONESS,
>/ eihan organ |
Y ¥ pecords WMSG%[L

wiere a5 o THE I&lmp(c)lznr lon|

{ ¢ WC[/ .
eimspaopen s,

INSTRUCTION N
APPALACHIAN FIDDLE
GUITAR

CLOGGING

NANCY McDOWELL
792 MAMMOTH RD.
PELHAM. N.H. 03076

(603) BBO-6248

Favorite Food  Selecled Spirds  Entertuinment’
85 Grove Street » 9Q24-7484 « Peterborough




PERFORMER LISTING - DECEMBER

3 - Bitl Staines - Burlington
Welcome Table
3 - Barbara Bailey Hutchinson - Folkway
3 - Noel! Sing We Clear - Dublin Church
4 ~ Michael Cooney - Paine Hall, Harvard U,
617/492-8341
4 - Utah Phillips ~ Church of Christ

W. Hartford, CT 203/563-3263
4 - Guy van Duser, Billy Novick - Folkway
9,10 - Stan Rogers - Folkway
10 - Michael Cooney - Norwich Congregafional
Church, Norwich VT,
Muskeg Music - 603/643-2741
10 - Noel Sing We Ciear - Burlington
Welcome Table
11 - Stan Rogers - Church of Christ
W. Hartford, CT 203/563-3263
Chris and Dennis Pearne - Fol kway
- Michael Cooney - Burlington
Champliain Folklore Cooperative
17 - Mason Daring & Jeannie Stah! - Folkway
31 - Guy van Duser & Billy Novick - Folkway
New Years Eve Concert - Champagne Toast
Tickets only
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The Folkway - 85 Grove St, - Peterborough, NH
603-924-7484
The Welcome Table and
Champiain valley Folklore Cooperative
concerts are held at the College St.
Congregational Church in Burlington,
Info number 802/425-3435

- R ——
The Monadnock Folklore Society Newsietter is published

monthly. We welcome submissions of articles or information
pertinent to our cause, We reserve the right to determine

the appropriateness of the material.

Subscription to the newsletter is included as part of member-
ship, or may be obitained separately for $5.00 annually.

- : ' Promction ©f Traditional
meeETT Music & Dance

PO. Box 43 Peterborough,N.H. 03458

CONTRA DAMNCES ~ DECEMBER

3 - Northfield, MA - Town Hall

4 - Francestfown - Town Hall

11 - Francestown - Town Hal!

17 - Northfield, MA - Town Hall

18 - NELSON - Town Hall - MFS

Weekly Dances

Monday - Nelson - Town Hall 8:00 - 10:30
Admission - 1,50

Sunday - Brattleboro - Green St. School

(Editors note): | did receive notice of the
NEW YEARS EVE DANCE in Bratfleboro, |
apologize for not having the details here as
I have misplaced them. Check your local
papers and bulletin boardss,

The Folklore Society had a very successful
dance in Greenfield, NH. There was enthusias
to start a regular dance there, Any
suggestions for specitic dates are welcome,
as are volunteers fto help organize.

603-827-3726

hal grant associates
real estate




