


Musicians Profile ... SMITH, STRUTHERS, TERRIBERRY & WOZMAK

I drove out past Tolman Pond in Nelson, following the directions I had received over the
phone. The road seemed to go further and further from civilization (such as it is in
Nelson) and I was beginning to think I has missed my destination, when 1 finally spotted
the cabin, and the landmark red van which had keen described.

The cabin was like many I've seen in these parts - high grass around it, a small garden
and various odds and ends lying about. Stepping inside I found a small room with a
sleeping loft. The insulation between the rafters was blanketed with burlap, and the
full bookshelves indicated that the inhabitant, while enjoying the backwoods lifetsyle,
was also well read.

The cabin is the home of Jonathan Smith, and this particular night the loft ladder had
been set up out of the way, and the furniture packed down at the end of the roam close
to the dormant Ashley. This was one of two nights that happens every week when one of
this areas most serious and promising folk groups gets together for practice. Tuesday
and Thursday nights - "religiocusly", they say, and it shows.

Jonathan Smith has been playing music for twenty three years, first quitar, and later
adding the banjo. He has a lifelong familiarity with the Monadnock region, and moved
here full time about ten years ago. For several years he played with a group called

Cabin Fever.

About two years ago he teamed up with guitarist and singer Al Struthers, and they began
to get a bit of a name for themselves. And just when the name had developed a familiar
ring to it, there came Scott Terriberry on mandolin and guitar. The group continued to
develope, playing The Folkway, Passim, The Iron Horse, Deacon Brodies, The Stone Church
- to name a few.

The most recent nenber of the group is David Wozmelk, playing electric bass. David has a
backround in Jjust about every kind of music, und while this is evident in his playing,
there is nothing that distracts fram what the group has been doing all along. In fact,
the sound feels very canplete.

All of the menbers of the group are fine nusicians. No one seems to outshine the
others, though each certainly has their forte. And while the instrumentation is
skillfull, it is not spectacular in such a way that it draws attention from the whole of
the music. 'This makes it quite pleasureful to listen to.

Ir one is to simply label the musical style of Smith, Struthers, Terriberry and Wozmak,
it can safely be called folk music. This allows for the cbvious influences of bluegrass
and uptempce country music. And it keeps it out of the catagory of rock, or straight
courtry, or pure bluegrass, which it is not. Their repetiore is varied enough to hold
the attention of an audience, but it is more than an interesting selection of songs well

played that makes this group special. @

DISARMAMENT FESTIVAL

AUGUST 8TH * 12:00-6:00 PM * ANOTHER PLACE E POLK‘W
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Info - 603/878-3429. Favorite Food  Selecled Spirils  Entertuinment
' 85 Grove Street » 924-7484 ¢ Peterborough




¥ o 1 of Smith and S )
performance whid 50%, and often 50% original material. fThese are songs
about life, and often specifically about life in New Hampshive with familiar landmarks
or situations. Like most songs apout regions, many of the images could be about
somewhere else, but the overall effect is one that generates a picture, and a feeling,
for New Hanpshire. In part this may be because of the specific vocabulary that is used,
but moreso I think it's because the members of the group, both as songwriters and ag
musicliang, draw thelr inspiration from living here. To them, this 1s the center of the
universe. They admire, even enulate, the lifestyle which is part of the New Hampshire
heritage. Backwoods cabins, winter, firewood, mud, mosquitoes ... these are the
ingredients that have bred a particular way of life, a way of life that is both the
source and the subject of their material.

£

Says Terriberry:'"One of the things that I noticed when I joined the band was that the
songs were about the area. I've been here ten years, but everyone that I've ever played
with was singing songs about California or Colorado or the mountains, and then you hear
Chesham Road and you say 'Hey, 1 know that rcad ... I've been stuck there too."

Chesham Road 1s a Struthers tune inspired by the inevitable last showstorm which comes
after the firsts hints of spring have deceived us into thinking that winter is really
over. WIth both a musical and lyric style reminisent of Stan Rogers, they sing:

Ride steady now boys, she’s a tricky one still
That'l]l take your heavy load.

They'll find us stiff in a six foot drift,

Way down the Chesham Road.

The group does not hesitate to name Rogers as their primary inspiration at this point.
New Hampshire singer/songwriter Bill Morrisey is also high on the list of musical
influences. But there is no question that their material is ultimately guite original,
and very geoed.

Bll four members of this group work very hard at their music. And while they are
beginning to get a name for themselves, it will still be a while before their efforts
meet with due economic rewards. 1 asked why they did what they did, what gave them the
strength and inspiration to work so hard.

Jonathan Smith said: "I think why we do what we do 1s an interesting question, but I
can't think of an answer. I think it becomes individual”. And though he couldn’'t think
of an answer, the look in his eyes told me that the answer was right there, in the
backwoods of Nelson, New Hampshire.

I left the cabin as the group was getting on with the second half of their practice
session. As I faded away from the music, I felt good, knowing that a lot of the
feelings I have about where I live were also felt by these individuals, who are
expressing those feelings in their music.

Gorden Peery

¥ ok ok ok % ok % %k % ¥ gmith, Struthers, Terriberry & Wozmak will be at the Folkway,
Friday, July 2nd, and at Robin HHood Park in Keene on Monday, July 5th.

FINE CRAFTED MUSIC
Featuring four artists who create music
for your taste. )

e Lui Collins: Bapiism of © Stan Rogers: Northwest
Fire Passsgs

* Cindy Kallet: Working on © The Chieftains: 10
Wings to Fly

The Monadnock Folklore Society is a

non—- profit organization for the
coordination and promotion of folk arts.
The board of Directors are Ken Wilson,
Jennifer Price, Gary Heald, Mary DesRosiers
and Gordon Peery.

... send check or money order
for $7.98 ea. item payable to:

Yankee Lady Records

7 Main St. #11 Keene, N.H. 03431

Ken Wilson's




New England Craft Fairs

This summer is full of countless activities,
and here's a little more to add to your
agenda. The list is far from complete, but
in spite of that there's almsot never a day
that you can't find a craft fair in New
England.

Prescott Park Art Festival: Fine Arts,
Per formances

PO Box 1134, Portsmouth, NH 03801
July 1 - August 7

Annual Woodstock Craftmen's Fair

On The Green

Pentangle, PO Box 172, Woodstock,VT 05091
July 3 - 4

20th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival
Proctor Academy Arts Building
Crafts, Fine Arts, Performances

The Creative Arts Assoc. of Andover
PO Box 71, Andover, NH 03126

July 3 - 4

Antigue & Unique Festival
Craftsbury Common

Vermont Childrens Aid Society
72 Hungerford Terrace
Burlington, VT 05401

July 7 - 10

Guildford Handcraft Expo on the Green
Box 221, Rt 77, Guilford,CT 06437

July 15 - 17
lool{ for the

Keene Street Fair Lle
&

Crafts, performances ™ F]S T

12 Gilbo Ave, Keene, NH 03431 b

July 15 ~ 17

Amherst Craft Fair

Bangs Cammunity Center, Rm 309
Bolton Walk

Amherst, MA 01002

July 17

Annual Regional Craftsman Fair ~
Canaan NH e
Box 137, Grafton, NH 03240 P
July 23 - 25

Cracker Barrel Bazaar
Box 36, Newbury, VT
July 30 - 31

The Maine Festival, Bowdin College
Crafts, performances

PO Box 192, Brunswick, ME 04011
August 6 - 8

Southern Vermont Craft Fair
Manchester, VT

North Hill, Readsboro, VT 05350
August 6 -8

Art on the Mountain-Haystack Mountain
PO Box 275, Wilmington, VT 05363
August 6 - 15

The Waumbeck Center 3rd Annual Craft Fair
Crafts, fine arts, performances

PO Box 38, Jefferson, NH 03583

August 15

Th@ Common Ground

upstairs a%,c7ZWOﬁJfﬁhﬂﬁ%bvm V£

] \ : NATURAL FOODS
FRESH FISK ORGANIC CHICKEN
ik VEGETARIAN SPECIALTIES
BEER o WINE

thmfa/ Breakfast, hupch  Dinner,
mla7 Beanch. Closed Tuesdaﬁ njw/'

a workers
ceoperative

Ckiaﬁqﬁ A57- 0855

The Monadnock Folklore Society Newsletter is
dependent on you for information. If you
know of events or performers who should be
listed with us please tell us. We also
welcome articles of any length which are
appropriate for our format. The subject of
local New Hampshire folklore (both before
and after the Europeans settled here) is of
particular interest, and we would like to
publish more about it. Our address is

PO Box 43, Peterborough, NH. 03458



FOR SALE IN CREENVILIE, NH

Secluded 3 room cabin on 100 acre Co-op.
2 roams winterized , year round well.
Bath, gas cooking, wood heat
Architectually unique. $6,700 + $£1,000
Co-op mermbership.

C. Stoney, RFD Box 91A, Creenville, KH
03048.

i

< 1)
‘4, //
V;ﬁk

Dietro (Derugino: %neeling youth and Lute

(“Pencil aketch jor engrasing, late 15th Century. Biblioteca Reale, Turin)

Regular $10 []

Student or senior citizen $8 []

Couple $14 |[]

Dependent Children $21] MONADNOCK

FOLKLORE SOCIETY
Newsletter only  $5 [] L

Membership Form

Availability for volunteer work:
Poster placement []

On site concert help []
Newsletter articles [}

fiail t¢: Monadnock Foiklore Society, P.O. Box 43,

ARE YOU A MEMBER?

The Mcnadnock Folklore Society, a non-—
profit organization, has succesfully
endeavored to enrich the lives of
people in the Monadnock area, through
concerts, coffeehouses, workshops,
schoolprograms, and this newsletter.,
Public response has been heartening,
especially in the current econony. In
order for us to continue we need to
broaden our base of support. You can
help us by becoming a member. If you
are a member already, tell your friends
about MFS. Menbers receive the ‘
newsletter every month, as well as
discounts cn our concerts, and there's
a special contra- dance and party in
the spring especially for you.

What's more important, you'll be
participating in a organization that is
becocming a focal point for folk-related
activities in the Monadnock Area. We
can keep you in touch with what's going
on, and we can share resources which we
are gradually accumulating.

Won't you join us? Simply cut out the

- form below, fill it out, and send it

along with a check to :
MFS, PO Box 43, Peterborough, NH 03458 °
We'll lock foward to having you with
us.

Sincerely,

S0 Ghbf -

~

Gordon Peery
Chairperson

Peterborough, New Hampshire 02454



former Listing ~ JULY - CONTRE. TRNCES

2~Gmith, Struthers Terriberry&
Vioznak -~ Folkway 2-Necrthiield
3-Paul Ceremia - Folkway 3-Nelson
4-Margaret McArthur - Deacon Brodies
9-Jack Hardy-Folkway
10-Chris Morgan & Marya Danihel
- Folkway
l11-Sassafrass Bluegrass—~ Deacons
11-David Lord - Gap Mountain
16-Jane Voss & Hoyle Osborne
\ - Folkway
17-Frankie Armstrong - Folkway
18-Purly Gates — Deacons
20-Bryan Bowers - Folkway
23-Eric Bogle with John Munro Sunday-Brattleboro
~Folkway .
24-Kendell Kardt - Folkway
25-Peter & Mary Alice Amidon - Deacons

9-Henniker
10-Francestown
10-Brattleboro
16-Northfield
24-Nelson

Weekly Dances

Monday-Nelson
Wednesday-Dublin
Saturday-Fitzwilliam

The Monadnock Folkiore Society Newsletter is published

] ) ] monthly. We welcome submissions of articles or information
29-Teo Kretzner — Fitzwilliam Inn pertinent to our cause. We reserve the right to determine
29-David Maloney - Folkway the appropriateness of the material.

30, 31-Bill Staines — Folkway

Subscription to the newsletter is incluged as part of member-
ship, or ‘may be obtained separately for $5.00 annually,

Monadnock Folklore Society

The Performer Listing is a reqular feature of the MFS News- P.O. Box 43
letter. It is open to all New Hampshire Performances, Peterborough, New Hampshire
and exceptional out of state performances. Information must 03458

be received by the 12th of the previous month.
HELP WANTED

Selling ad space and pasting up

this newsletter. If you can give

us two - eight hours a month, we

can barter concert admissions,

merberships, and gratitude.

Promction Of Traditional
Music & Dance

PO. Box 43 Peterborough, N.H. 03458

Please (bsT





